
Guidelines on Use 
Resource Management Database (RMD) 

Animal Related Emergencies 
 
 
 

Cooperative project 
 

Purdue Homeland Security Institute 
Indiana Board of Animal Health 

March 2006 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS_________________________________________________ 2 

Description of the Tool: __________________________________________________ 3 

Data access and associated authorities: _____________________________________ 3 

Instructions for public use: _______________________________________________ 4 

Instructions for Emergency Managers: _____________________________________ 5 
Acquire a password: ________________________________________________________ 5 
Login procedure: ___________________________________________________________ 5 
Search Function: ___________________________________________________________ 6 
Data Export: _______________________________________________________________ 8 
Addition of resources by emergency management: _______________________________ 9 
Review and acceptance of publicly added resources: _____________________________ 11 

Instructions for community service projects: ________________________________ 13 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 2



Description of the Tool: 
 
Efficient and effective response to an animal emergency requires rapid access to 
information on locally available resources. Current methods for definition, collection, 
storage and retrieval of this information are not consistent across the state or nation. If 
available at all, the information is most often in hard copy, is inconsistent in nature, is 
rarely remotely accessible and is not protected by back up at offsite locations. In a 
cooperative effort, Purdue University and the Indiana Board of Animal Health have 
developed a web based tool for collection, storage and management of resource 
information that is important to response in an animal emergency. Provision has been 
made for web based data entry by local authorities and voluntary data entry by local 
citizens. 
 
The provision for voluntary data entry by local citizens is a unique and valuable feature. 
This capability provides a method for effective community involvement in local planning 
and is easily administered as a community service project. Information entered by local 
citizens is held in a preliminary file to allow for screening by a local authority. The local 
authority then accepts or denies the data submission. If accepted, the data is downloaded 
to the county resource database for emergency use by local authorities. The tool has been 
designed with an export feature that allows electronic export of data for alternate 
purposes. 
 
Categorization and definition of resources will be further refined as feedback is received 
from our emergency management community. 
 
It is hoped that this tool will lead to improved availability of information on locally 
available resources through: 

• More thorough and consistent data collection across the state 
• Increased efficiency of data collection and update 
• Improved data retrieval capabilities, including remote access 
• Protection of the data from loss, through regular offsite backup 

 
 
Data access and associated authorities: 
 
This tool has been designed to service emergency planning at the local level. A large 
amount of the information will be volunteered by members of the community. The data 
collected is not encumbered by extensive detail in an effort to allow for ease of use and 
encourage community participation. The assumption is that the familiarity that the local 
emergency management has with the members of the community will also guide them in 
use of the submitted information. Because these resources have been volunteered for 
local use, access to the data is limited to the county of origin. The data is not made 
available for view outside the local authority unless local permission is granted. The 
authority given to users is by county. The county administrator is authorized to add, edit, 
delete, export and search the database for his designated county.     
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Instructions for public use: 
 
Emergency preparedness is the responsibility of all members of the community. The 
efficiency and effectiveness of our response to any emergency will be directly influenced 
by knowledge of readily available local resources. Capture and maintenance of 
information on available resources in our communities is a very labor intensive task. By 
providing a means for local participation in that effort, we can significantly improve our 
local response capabilities. The RMD is designed to allow the public to log onto the 
system and offer personally owned resources for use in any animal related emergency. 
This information is held in a temporary location and authenticated by a local authority 
before movement into the RMD. This tool has been built for nationwide application.  
Data entry by citizens of any state has been facilitated through web based access. See 
instructions below: 
 

Go to - http://www.biosecuritycenter.org/
Click on Add a County Resource under Community Planning 
Fill in the requested information as indicated below and click on the 
Add Resource Button at the bottom of the page. 
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Instructions for Emergency Managers: 
 
The RMD has been designed as a tool for local emergency managers. Its purpose is to aid 
in the collection and management of information on locally available resources for use in 
an animal related emergency. It is particularly valuable for use in rural communities 
where the farm community has ownership of much heavy equipment that can be useful 
for either animal emergencies or emergencies of a more general nature.  The information 
is compartmentalized by county and access to county information is available to the 
county emergency manager or his designee. A county authority is able to edit and view 
the information for his county only.  
 
 Acquire a password:  
 A login and password is necessary to access the system. Local emergency 
 management can acquire access authority by contacting the system 
 administrator, Mr. Thad Blossom at the following email address:
 tblossom@purdue.edu
 
 Login procedure:  
 See instructions below. 
  

Go to - http://www.biosecuritycenter.org/
Click on Biosecurity Login. Enter your login and 
password in the spaces provided. Then click on 
enter. 
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 Search Function:  
 The system has been designed to allow emergency managers to search for 
 resources within five categories. To search for a needed resource follow the 
 instructions below: 
 

After login you will see an ASERT NAV panel on the left of your screen. 
Click on County resources.  

        
 
The next screen requests for you to select a resource category and click the 
submit button. 
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Example – After selecting the category Equipment above, the following screen 
appears. Next check the box for the equipment you are searching for and click the 
submit button. In this example, we are selecting for portable chutes 
 
 

 
 

After choosing portable chutes above and clicking the submit button, the following 
screen will appear. This is a list of 15 people who have portable chutes available in 
an example/test county in Indiana. 
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 Data Export: 

. 

 

 See instructions below
 

Results from your search can be downloaded to an excel spreadsheet by 
clicking on download as in the picture below. 
 

 

 
 

Results of download are shown below. Information is now electronically 
available for numerous other uses. 
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n of resources by emergency management:  

Authorized emergency managers can add a wide range of resources to the 
ied in 

As you scroll to the bottom of the screen you see the list of resources available for 

  
 Additio
 
 
 database. Resources eligible for addition fall into the five categories identif
 the search function previously discussed. The five categories and instructions for 
 the addition of associated resources are detailed below.  
 

After login you will see a Navigation panel on the left of your screen. 
Click on Community Planning/Readiness and then County resources as 
indicated below.  Fill in the requested information 
 
 

 

 
 
 selection. See example below. 
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Select the resources available from the above named entity. Check all 
resources that apply. When finished click on Add Resource at the 
bottom of the page. 
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Review and acceptance of publicly added resources:  
As mentioned earlier, public added resources must be reviewed and added to the 
permanent database by a local authority or his designee. See instructions below. 
 

After login you will see an ASERT NAV panel on the left of your screen. 
Click on Public Added Resources.  
 

 
 
Delete undesired additions by clicking on delete as indicated below. 
 

  The above resource has been deleted. You can accept Stephen Ash into the 
permanent database by clicking on Update as indicated below. 
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After you click update, you have an additional opportunity to review the public 
added record. At this time you can also add additional information such as 
GPS coordinates. For final acceptance you must click on Add Resource as 
shown below. The information will then be transferred to the permanent 
database and will be searchable. 
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Instructions for community service projects:  

he format of this tool makes it very amenable to incorporation into a community service 

 

 
T
project. The goal is to gain community participation and collect quality information on 
available community resources. Civic groups and youth groups can assume a leadership
role in advertisement, data collection, data entry, and data authentication. A tool kit with 
instructions and sample forms for data collection is available on the web site 
http://www.biosecuritycenter.org/. 
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